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HOUSE BILL NO. 5265

November 12, 2025, Introduced by Reps. Andrews, McKinney, Rogers, Xiong, Neeley, Young,
Mentzer, Byrnes, B. Carter, Price, Tate, Koleszar, Liberati, Weiss, Tsernoglou, Steckloff, Paiz,
Scott, O'Neal, Brixie, Dievendorf, Glanville, Morgan, Longjohn, T. Carter, Witwer, Miller,
McFall, Wooden and Breen and referred to Committee on Government Operations.

A bill to create a grant program to assist veterans in
obtaining service animals; to create certain funds; and to provide
for the powers and duties of certain state governmental entities.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. This act may be cited as the "veterans service animal
grant program act".

Sec. 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Department" means the department of military and veterans

affairs.
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(b) "Fund" means the veterans service animal fund created in
section 5.

(c) "Program" means the veterans service animal grant program
created in section 3.

(d) "Service animal" means that term as defined in 28 CFR
36.104.

(e) "Veteran" means that term as defined in section 1 of 1965
PA 190, MCL 35.61.

Sec. 3. (1) The veterans service animal grant program is
created to provide grants to veterans to assist with the cost of
obtaining a service animal. The department shall do all of the
following:

(a) Administer the program.

(b) Provide grants to eligible veterans under this act.

(c) Establish an application form and application timetable
for eligible veterans to apply for grants under this act.

(2) A veteran 1is eligible for a grant under this act if the
veteran meets all of the following requirements:

(a) Has been diagnosed with post-traumatic stress as a result
of service in the armed forces.

(b) Has been matched with a service animal from a nonprofit
organization that is exempt from taxation under section 501 (c) (3)
of the internal revenue code, 26 USC 501.

(c) Any additional eligibility standards promulgated under
subsection (3).

(3) The department may promulgate rules to implement and
administer this act under the administrative procedures act of
1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328. The rules may include

additional standards of eligibility for wveterans to receive grants
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under this act.

Sec. 5. (1) The veterans service animal fund is created in the
Sstate treasury.

(2) The state treasurer shall deposit money and other assets
received from any source in the fund. The state treasurer shall
direct the investment of money in the fund and credit interest and
earnings from the investments to the fund.

(3) The department is the administrator of the fund for audits
of the fund.

(4) The department shall expend money from the fund on
appropriation, only for 1 or more of the following purposes:

(a) Awarding grants under this act.

(b) Administering the grant program.
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