CONSTITUTION
OF THE

STATE OF MICHIGAN
OF 1963

PREAMBLE

We, the people of the State of Michigan, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of freedom, and earnestly
desiring to secure these blessings undiminished to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
constitution.

STATE CONSTITUTION
CONSTITUTION OF MICHIGAN OF 1963

We, the people of the State of Michigan, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of freedom, and earnestly
desiring to secure these blessings undiminished to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
constitution.

Article 1
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

§ 1 Political power.
Sec. 1.

All political power is inherent in the people. Government is instituted for their equal benefit, security and
protection.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 1, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 1.

§ 2 Equal protection; discrimination.
Sec. 2.

No person shall be denied the equal protection of the laws; nor shall any person be denied the enjoyment of his
civil or political rights or be discriminated against in the exercise thereof because of religion, race, color or national
origin. The legislature shall implement this section by appropriate legislation.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 2, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964

§ 3 Assembly, consultation, instruction, petition.
Sec. 3.

The people have the right peaceably to assemble, to consult for the common good, to instruct their
representatives and to petition the government for redress of grievances.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 3, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 2.
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§ 4 Freedom of worship and religious belief; appropriations.
Sec. 4.

Every person shall be at liberty to worship God according to the dictates of his own conscience. No person shall
be compelled to attend, or, against his consent, to contribute to the erection or support of any place of religious
worship, or to pay tithes, taxes or other rates for the support of any minister of the gospel or teacher of religion.
No money shall be appropriated or drawn from the treasury for the benefit of any religious sect or society,
theological or religious seminary; nor shall property belonging to the state be appropriated for any such purpose.
The civil and political rights, privileges and capacities of no person shall be diminished or enlarged on account of
his religious belief.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 4, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 3.

§ 5 Freedom of speech and of press.
Sec. 5.

Every person may freely speak, write, express and publish his views on all subjects, being responsible for the
abuse of such right; and no law shall be enacted to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the press.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 1, § 5, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. I1, § 4.

§ 6 Bearing of arms.
Sec. 6.

Every person has a right to keep and bear arms for the defense of himself and the state.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 1, § 6, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, § 5.

§ 7 Military power subordinate to civil power.
Sec. 7.

The military shall in all cases and at all times be in strict subordination to the civil power.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 1, § 7, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, § 6.
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§ 8 Quartering of soldiers.
Sec. 8.
No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house without the consent of the owner or occupant, nor

in time of war, except in a manner prescribed by law.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 1, § 8, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 7.

§ 9 Slavery and involuntary servitude.
Sec. 9.

Neither slavery, nor involuntary servitude unless for the punishment of crime, shall ever be tolerated in this state.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 9, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 8.

§ 10 Attainder; ex post facto laws; impairment of contracts.
Sec. 10.

No bill of attainder, ex post facto law or law impairing the obligation of contract shall be enacted.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 10, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 9.

§ 11 Searches and seizures.
Sec. 11.

The person, houses, papers, possessions, electronic data, and electronic communications of every person shall
be secure from unreasonable searches and seizures. No warrant to search any place or to seize any person or things
or to access electronic data or electronic communications shall issue without describing them, nor without probable
cause, supported by oath or affirmation. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to bar from evidence
in any criminal proceeding any narcotic drug, firearm, bomb, explosive or any other dangerous weapon, seized by a
peace officer outside the curtilage of any dwelling house in this state.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 1, § 11, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964 ;-- Am. SJ.R. G, approved Nov. 3, 2020, Eff. Dec. 19, 2020

Constitutionality: The last sentence of this section was held invalid as in conflict with US Const, Am IV. Lucas v People, 420 F2d 259 (CA
6, 1970); Caver v Kropp, 306 F Supp 1329 (ED Mich, 1969); People v Pennington, 383 Mich 611; 178 NW2d 471 (1970); People v
Andrews, 21 Mich App 731; 176 NW2d 460 (1970).

Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 10.

§ 12 Habeas corpus.
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Sec. 12.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless in case of rebellion or invasion the
public safety may require it.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 12, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 11.

§ 13 Conduct of suits in person or by counsel.
Sec. 13.

A suitor in any court of this state has the right to prosecute or defend his suit, either in his own proper person or
by an attorney.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 13, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 12.

§ 14 Jury trials.
Sec. 14.

The right of trial by jury shall remain, but shall be waived in all civil cases unless demanded by one of the parties
in the manner prescribed by law. In all civil cases tried by 12 jurors a verdict shall be received when 10 jurors agree.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 14, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. I, § 13.

§ 15 Double jeopardy; bailable offenses; commencement of trial if bail denied; bail hearing; effective date.
Sec. 15.

No person shall be subject for the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy. All persons shall, before conviction,
be bailable by sufficient sureties, except that bail may be denied for the following persons when the proof is evident
or the presumption great:

(a) A person who, within the 15 years immediately preceding a motion for bail pending the disposition of an
indictment for a violent felony or of an arraignment on a warrant charging a violent felony, has been convicted of 2
or more violent felonies under the laws of this state or under substantially similar laws of the United States or
another state, or a combination thereof, only if the prior felony convictions arose out of at least 2 separate
incidents, events, or transactions.

(b) A person who is indicted for, or arraigned on a warrant charging, murder or treason.

(c) A person who is indicted for, or arraigned on a warrant charging, criminal sexual conduct in the first degree,
armed robbery, or kidnapping with intent to extort money or other valuable thing thereby, unless the court finds by
clear and convincing evidence that the defendant is not likely to flee or present a danger to any other person.

(d) A person who is indicted for, or arraigned on a warrant charging, a violent felony which is alleged to have
been committed while the person was on bail, pending the disposition of a prior violent felony charge or while the
person was on probation or parole as a result of a prior conviction for a violent felony.

If a person is denied admission to bail under this section, the trial of the person shall be commenced not more
than 90 days after the date on which admission to bail is denied. If the trial is not commenced within 90 days after
the date on which admission to bail is denied and the delay is not attributable to the defense, the court shall
immediately schedule a bail hearing and shall set the amount of bail for the person.
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As used in this section, "violent felony" means a felony, an element of which involves a violent act or threat of a
violent act against any other person.
This section, as amended, shall not take effect until May 1, 1979.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 1, § 15, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964 ;-- Am. H.J.R. Q, approved Nov. 7, 1978, Eff. May 1, 1979

Effective Date: The language certified by the Board of Canvassers was identical to House Joint Resolution Q of 1978, except for the deletion
of the last sentence which contained the proposed May 1, 1979, effective date.The May 1, 1979, effective date provision of House Joint
Resolution Q was not stated in the text of ballot Proposal K or in any of the material circulated by the Secretary of State, and was neither
considered nor voted upon by the electors in the November 7, 1978, general election. Therefore, the effective date of Proposal K is December
23, 1978, which was the date 45 days after the election as provided by Const. 1963, Art. XII, § 1. OAG, 1979-1980, No 5533, p 328 (August
8,1979).

Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 14.

§ 16 Bail; fines; punishments; detention of witnesses.
Sec. 16.

Excessive bail shall not be required; excessive fines shall not be imposed; cruel or unusual punishment shall not
be inflicted; nor shall witnesses be unreasonably detained.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 16, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. 11, § 15.

§ 17 Self-incrimination; due process of law; fair treatment at investigations.
Sec. 17.

No person shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty
or property, without due process of law. The right of all individuals, firms, corporations and voluntary associations
to fair and just treatment in the course of legislative and executive investigations and hearings shall not be infringed.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 17, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. I, § 16.

§ 18 Witnesses; competency, religious beliefs.
Sec. 18.

No person shall be rendered incompetent to be a witness on account of his opinions on matters of religious
belief.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 18, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 17.

§ 19 Libels, truth as defense.

Sec. 19.
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In all prosecutions for libels the truth may be given in evidence to the jury; and, if it appears to the jury that the
matter charged as libelous is true and was published with good motives and for justifiable ends, the accused shall be
acquitted.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 1, § 19, Eff. Jan 1. 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. I, § 18.

§ 20 Rights of accused in criminal prosecutions.
Sec. 20.

In every criminal prosecution, the accused shall have the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury,
which may consist of less than 12 jurors in prosecutions for misdemeanors punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 1 year; to be informed of the nature of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him or
her; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his or her favor; to have the assistance of counsel for his
or her defense; to have an appeal as a matter of right, except as provided by law an appeal by an accused who
pleads guilty or nolo contendere shall be by leave of the court; and as provided by law, when the trial court so
orders, to have such reasonable assistance as may be necessary to perfect and prosecute an appeal.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 20, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964 ;-- Am. H.J.R. M, approved Aug. 8, 1972, Eff. Sept. 23, 1972 ;-- Am. SJ.R. D,
approved Nov. 8, 1994, Eff. Dec. 24, 1994
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 19.

§ 21 Imprisonment for debt.
Sec. 21.

No person shall be imprisoned for debt arising out of or founded on contract, express or implied, except in cases
of fraud or breach of trust.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 21, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 20.

§ 22 Treason; definition, evidence.
Sec. 22.

Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war against it or in adhering to its enemies, giving them aid
and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason unless upon the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt
act or on confession in open court.

History: Const. 1963, Art. I, § 22, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II, § 21.

§ 23 Enumeration of rights not to deny others.

Sec. 23.
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The enumeration in this constitution of certain rights shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained
by the people.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 1, § 23, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964

§ 24 Rights of crime victims; enforcement; assessment against convicted defendants.
Sec. 24.

(1) Crime victims, as defined by law, shall have the following rights, as provided by law:

The right to be treated with fairness and respect for their dignity and privacy throughout the criminal justice
process.

The right to timely disposition of the case following arrest of the accused.

The right to be reasonably protected from the accused throughout the criminal justice process.

The right to notification of court proceedings.

The right to attend trial and all other court proceedings the accused has the right to attend.

The right to confer with the prosecution.

The right to make a statement to the court at sentencing.

The right to restitution.

The right to information about the conviction, sentence, imprisonment, and release of the accused.

(2) The legislature may provide by law for the enforcement of this section.

(3) The legislature may provide for an assessment against convicted defendants to pay for crime victims' rights.

History: Add. H.J.R. P, approved Nov. 8, 1988, Eff. Dec. 24, 1988

§ 25 Marriage.
Sec. 25.

To secure and preserve the benefits of marriage for our society and for future generations of children, the union
of one man and one woman in marriage shall be the only agreement recognized as a marriage or similar union for
any purpose.

History: Add. Initiated Law, approved Nov. 2, 2004, Eff. Dec. 18, 2004

Constitutionality: In Obergefell v Hodges, 576 US 644; 135 S Ct 2584; 192 L Ed 2d 609 (2015), the United State Supreme Court held that
the Fourteenth Amendment requires a state to license a marriage between 2 people of the same sex and to recognize a marriage between 2
people of the same sex that was lawfully licensed and performed in another state.

§ 26 Affirmative action programs.
Sec. 26.

(1) The University of Michigan, Michigan State University, Wayne State University, and any other public college
or university, community college, or school district shall not discriminate against, or grant preferential treatment to,
any individual or group on the basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in the operation of public
employment, public education, or public contracting.

(2) The state shall not discriminate against, or grant preferential treatment to, any individual or group on the
basis of race, sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin in the operation of public employment, public education, or
public contracting.

(3) For the purposes of this section "state" includes, but is not necessarily limited to, the state itself, any city,
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county, any public college, university, or community college, school district, or other political subdivision or
governmental instrumentality of or within the State of Michigan not included in sub-section 1.

(4) This section does not prohibit action that must be taken to establish or maintain eligibility for any federal
program, if ineligibility would result in a loss of federal funds to the state.

(5) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted as prohibiting bona fide qualifications based on sex that are
reasonably necessary to the normal operation of public employment, public education, or public contracting.

(6) The remedies available for violations of this section shall be the same, regardless of the injured party's race,
sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin, as are otherwise available for violations of Michigan anti-discrimination law.

(7) This section shall be self-executing. If any part or parts of this section are found to be in conflict with the
United States Constitution or federal law, the section shall be implemented to the maximum extent that the United
States Constitution and federal law permit. Any provision held invalid shall be severable from the remaining
portions of this section.

(8) This section applies only to action taken after the effective date of this section.

(9) This section does not invalidate any court order or consent decree that is in force as of the effective date of
this section.

History: Add. Initiated Law, approved Nov. 7, 2006, Eff. Dec. 23, 2006

§ 27 Human embryo and embryonic stem cell research.
Section 27.

(1) Nothing in this section shall alter Michigan’s current prohibition on human cloning.

(2) To ensure that Michigan citizens have access to stem cell therapies and cures, and to ensure that physicians
and researchers can conduct the most promising forms of medical research in this state, and that all such research is
conducted safely and ethically, any research permitted under federal law on human embryos may be conducted in
Michigan, subject to the requirements of federal law and only the following additional limitations and requirements:

(a) No stem cells may be taken from a human embryo more than fourteen days after cell division begins;
provided, however, that time during which an embryo is frozen does not count against this fourteen day limit.

(b) The human embryos were created for the purpose of fertility treatment and, with voluntary and informed
consent, documented in writing, the person seeking fertility treatment chose to donate the embryos for research;
and

(i) the embryos were in excess of the clinical need of the person seeking the fertility treatment and would
otherwise be discarded unless they are used for research; or

(ii) the embryos were not suitable for implantation and would otherwise be discarded unless they are used for
research.

(c) No person may, for valuable consideration, purchase or sell human embryos for stem cell research or stem
cell therapies and cures.

(d) All stem cell research and all stem cell therapies and cures must be conducted and provided in accordance
with state and local laws of general applicability, including but not limited to laws concerning scientific and medical
practices and patient safety and privacy, to the extent that any such laws do not:

(1) prevent, restrict, obstruct, or discourage any stem cell research or stem cell therapies and cures that are
permitted by the provisions of this section; or

(ii) create disincentives for any person to engage in or otherwise associate with such research or therapies or
cures.

(3) Any provision of this section held unconstitutional shall be severable from the remaining portions of this
section.

History: Add. Initiated Law, approved Nov. 4, 2008, Eff. Dec. 19, 2008

§ 28 Right to reproductive freedom.

Sec. 28.
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(1) Every individual has a fundamental right to reproductive freedom, which entails the right to make and
effectuate decisions about all matters relating to pregnancy, including but not limited to prenatal care, childbirth,
postpartum care, contraception, sterilization, abortion care, miscarriage management, and infertility care.

An individual's right to reproductive freedom shall not be denied, burdened, nor infringed upon unless justified by
a compelling state interest achieved by the least restrictive means.

Notwithstanding the above, the state may regulate the provision of abortion care after fetal viability, provided
that in no circumstance shall the state prohibit an abortion that, in the professional judgment of an attending health
care professional, is medically indicated to protect the life or physical or mental health of the pregnant individual.

(2) The state shall not discriminate in the protection or enforcement of this fundamental right.

(3) The state shall not penalize, prosecute, or otherwise take adverse action against an individual based on their
actual, potential, perceived, or alleged pregnancy outcomes, including but not limited to miscarriage, stillbirth, or
abortion. Nor shall the state penalize, prosecute, or otherwise take adverse action against someone for aiding or
assisting a pregnant individual in exercising their right to reproductive freedom with their voluntary consent.

(4) For the purposes of this section:

A state interest is "compelling" only if it is for the limited purpose of protecting the health of an individual
seeking care, consistent with accepted clinical standards of practice and evidence-based medicine, and does not
infringe on that individual's autonomous decision-making.

"Fetal viability" means: the point in pregnancy when, in the professional judgment of an attending health care
professional and based on the particular facts of the case, there is a significant likelihood of the fetus's sustained
survival outside the uterus without the application of extraordinary medical measures.

(5) This section shall be self-executing. Any provision of this section held invalid shall be severable from the
remaining portions of this section.

History: Add. Initiated Law, approved Nov. 8, 2022, Eff. Dec. 24, 2022

Article II
ELECTIONS

§ 1 Qualifications of electors; residence.
Sec. 1.

Every citizen of the United States who has attained the age of 21 years, who has resided in this state six months,
and who meets the requirements of local residence provided by law, shall be an elector and qualified to vote in any
election except as otherwise provided in this constitution. The legislature shall define residence for voting purposes.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 11, § 1, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964

Compiler's Notes: US Const, Am XXVI, § 1, provides: “The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to
vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.”

Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. I, §§ 1-3.

§ 2 Mental incompetence; imprisonment.
Sec. 2.

The legislature may by law exclude persons from voting because of mental incompetence or commitment to a
jail or penal institution.

History: Const. 1963, Art. II, § 2, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
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§ 3 Presidential electors; residence.
Sec. 3.

For purposes of voting in the election for president and vice-president of the United States only, the legislature
may by law establish lesser residence requirements for citizens who have resided in this state for less than six
months and may waive residence requirements for former citizens of this state who have removed herefrom. The
legislature shall not permit voting by any person who meets the voting residence requirements of the state to which
he has removed.

History: Const. 1963, Art. II, § 3, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964

§ 4 Place and manner of elections.
Sec. 4.

(1) Every citizen of the United States who is an elector qualified to vote in Michigan shall have the following
rights:

(a) The fundamental right to vote, including but not limited to the right, once registered, to vote a secret ballot in
all elections. No person shall: (1) enact or use any law, rule, regulation, qualification, prerequisite, standard,
practice, or procedure; (2) engage in any harassing, threatening, or intimidating conduct; or (3) use any means
whatsoever, any of which has the intent or effect of denying, abridging, interfering with, or unreasonably burdening
the fundamental right to vote.

Any Michigan citizen or citizens shall have standing to bring an action for declaratory, injunctive, and/or
monetary relief to enforce the rights created by this part (a) of subsection (4)(1) on behalf of themselves. Those
actions shall be brought in the circuit court for the county in which a plaintiff resides. If a plaintiff prevails in whole
or in part, the court shall award reasonable attorneys' fees, costs, and disbursements.

For purposes of this part (a) of subsection (4)(1), "person" means an individual, association, corporation, joint
stock company, labor organization, legal representative, mutual company, partnership, unincorporated
organization, the state or a political subdivision of the state or an agency of the state, or any other legal entity, and
includes an agent of a person.

(b) The right, if serving in the military or living overseas, to have an absent voter ballot sent to them at least
forty-five (45) days before an election upon application and to have their absent voter ballot deemed timely
received if postmarked on or before election day and received by the appropriate election official within six (6) days
after such election. For purposes of this part (b) of subsection (4)(1), a postmark shall include any type of mark
applied by the United States Postal Service or any delivery service to the return envelope, including but not limited
to a bar code or any tracking marks, which indicates when a ballot was mailed.

(c) The right, once registered, to a "straight party" vote option on partisan general election ballots. In partisan
elections, the ballot shall include a position at the top of the ballot by which the voter may, by a single selection,
record a straight party ticket vote for all the candidates of one (1) party. The voter may vote a split or mixed ticket.

(d) The right to be automatically registered to vote as a result of conducting business with the secretary of state
regarding a driver's license or personal identification card, unless the person declines such registration.

(e) The right to register to vote for an election by mailing a completed voter registration application on or before
the fifteenth (15th) day before that election to an election official authorized to receive voter registration
applications.

(f) The right to register to vote for an election by (1) appearing in person and submitting a completed voter
registration application on or before the fifteenth (15th) day before that election to an election official authorized to
receive voter registration applications, or (2) beginning on the fourteenth (14th) day before that election and
continuing through the day of that election, appearing in person, submitting a completed voter registration
application and providing proof of residency to an election official responsible for maintaining custody of the
registration file where the person resides, or their deputies. Persons registered in accordance with subsection (1)(f)
shall be immediately eligible to receive a regular or absent voter ballot.

(g) The right, once registered, to prove their identity when voting in person or applying for an absent voter ballot
in person by (1) presenting their photo identification, including photo identification issued by a federal, state, local,
or tribal government or an educational institution, or (2) if they do not have photo identification or do not have it
with them, executing an affidavit verifying their identity. A voter shall not be required to vote a provisional ballot
solely because they executed an affidavit to prove their identity.

(h) The right, once registered, to vote an absent voter ballot without giving a reason, during the forty (40) days
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before an election, and the right to choose whether the absent voter ballot is applied for, received and submitted in
person or by mail. During that time, election officials authorized to issue absent voter ballots shall be available in at
least one (1) location to issue and receive absent voter ballots during the election officials' regularly scheduled
business hours and for at least eight (8) hours during the Saturday and/or Sunday immediately prior to the election.
Those election officials shall have the authority to make absent voter ballots available for voting in person at
additional times and places beyond what is required herein. Voters shall have the right to prove their identity when
applying for or voting an absent voter ballot other than in person by providing their signature to the election official
authorized to issue absent voter ballots. Those election officials shall: (1) verify the identity of a voter who applies
for an absent voter ballot other than in person by comparing the voter's signature on the absent voter ballot
application to the voter's signature in their registration record; and (2) verify the identity of a voter who votes an
absent voter ballot other than in person by comparing the signature on the absent voter ballot envelope to the
signature on the voter's absent voter ballot application or the signature in the voter's registration record. If those
election officials determine from either of the comparisons in (1) or (2) of this part (h) of subsection (4)(1) that the
signatures do not sufficiently agree, or if the voter's signature on the absent voter ballot application or absent voter
ballot envelope is missing, the voter has a right to be notified immediately and afforded due process, including an
equitable opportunity to correct the issue with the signature.

(i) The right to: (1) state-funded prepaid postage to return an absent voter ballot application provided to them by
a Michigan election official; (2) state-funded prepaid postage to return a voted absent voter ballot; and (3) a state-
funded system to track submitted absent voter ballot applications and absent voter ballots. The system shall permit
voters to elect to receive electronic notifications regarding the status of the voter's submitted absent voter ballot
application and absent voter ballot, inform voters of any deficiency with the voter's submitted absent voter ballot
application or absent voter ballot, and provide instructions for addressing any such deficiency.

(j) The right to at least one (1) state-funded secure drop-box for every municipality, and for municipalities with
more than fifteen thousand (15,000) registered voters at least one (1) drop-box for every fifteen thousand (15,000)
registered voters, for the return of completed absent voter ballot applications and voted absent voter ballots. Secure
dropboxes shall be distributed equitably throughout the municipality and shall be accessible twenty-four (24) hours
per day during the forty (40) days prior to any election and until eight (8) pm on election day.

(k) The right, once registered, to have an absent voter ballot sent to the voter before each election by submitting
a single signed absent voter ballot application covering all future elections. An election official responsible for
issuing absent voter ballots shall issue an absent voter ballot for each election to every voter in the jurisdiction who
has exercised the right in this part (k) of subsection (4)(1) and shall not require such voter to submit a separate
application for an absent voter ballot for any election. A voter's exercise of this right shall be rescinded only if: (1)
the voter submits a signed request to rescind; (2) the voter is no longer qualified to vote; (3) the secretary of state
or the election official responsible for issuing the voter an absent voter ballot receives reliable information that the
voter has moved to another state, or has moved within this state without updating their voter registration address;
or (4) the voter does not vote for six (6) consecutive years. The exercise of the right in this part (k) of subsection
(4)(1) shall remain in effect without the need for a new absent voter ballot application when the voter changes their
residence in this state and updates their voter registration address.

(1) The right to have the results of statewide elections audited, in such a manner as prescribed by law, to ensure
the accuracy and integrity of elections. The secretary of state shall conduct election audits, and shall supervise and
direct county election officials in the conduct of such audits. No officer or member of the governing body of a
national, state, or local political party, and no political party precinct delegate, shall have any role in the direction,
supervision, or conduct of an election audit. Public election officials shall maintain the security and custody of all
ballots and election materials during an election audit. Election audits shall be conducted in public based on
methods finalized and made public prior to the election to be audited. All funding of election audits shall be publicly
disclosed.

(m) The right, once registered, to vote in each statewide and federal election in person at an early voting site
prior to election day. Voters at early voting sites shall have the same rights and be subject to the same requirements
as voters at polling places on election day. An early voting site is a polling place and shall be subject to the same
requirements as an election day polling place, except that an early voting site may serve voters from more than six
(6) precincts and may serve voters from more than one (1) municipality within a county. An early voting site shall
also be subject to the same requirements as an election day precinct, except that any statutory limit on the number
of voters assigned to a precinct shall not apply to an early voting site. Each early voting site shall be open for at
least nine (9) consecutive days beginning on the second Saturday before the election and ending on the Sunday
before the election, for at least eight (8) hours each day, and may be open for additional days and hours beyond
what is required herein at the discretion of the election official authorized to issue ballots in the jurisdiction
conducting the election. Jurisdictions conducting elections within a county may enter into agreements to share early
voting sites. A jurisdiction conducting an election may enter into an agreement with the clerk of the county in which
it is located authorizing the county clerk to conduct early voting for the jurisdiction. Jurisdictions conducting non-
statewide elections may offer early voting for such elections in accordance with the provisions of this part (m) of
subsection (4)(1). No early voting results shall be generated or reported until after eight (8) pm on election day.
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All rights set forth in this subsection shall be self-executing. This subsection shall be liberally construed in favor
of voters' rights in order to effectuate its purposes. Nothing contained in this subsection shall prevent the legislature
from expanding voters' rights beyond what is provided herein. This subsection and any portion hereof shall be
severable. If any portion of this subsection is held invalid or unenforceable as to any person or circumstance, that
invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect the validity, enforceability, or application of any other portion of this
subsection.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in this constitution or in the constitution or laws of the United States the
legislature shall enact laws to regulate the time, place and manner of all nominations and elections, to preserve the
purity of elections, to preserve the secrecy of the ballot, to guard against abuses of the elective franchise, and to
provide for a system of voter registration and absentee voting. No law shall be enacted which permits a candidate in
any partisan primary or partisan election to have a ballot designation except when required for identification of
candidates for the same office who have the same or similar surnames.

(3) A county, city, or township conducting an election may accept and use publicly-disclosed charitable
donations and in-kind contributions to conduct and administer elections. The county, city, or township shall retain
discretion over whether to accept or use any such donations or contributions. Charitable donations and in-kind
contributions of foreign funds or from foreign sources are prohibited.

History: Const. 1963, Art. II, § 4, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964 ;-- Am. Initiated Law, approved Nov. 6, 2018, Eff. Dec. 22, 2018 ;-- Am. Initiated Law,
approved Nov. 8, 2022, Eff. Dec. 24, 2022

Compiler's Notes: The constitutional amendment set out above was submitted to, and approved by, the electors as Proposal 18-3 at the
November 6, 2018 general election. This amendment to the Constitution of Michigan of 1963 became effective December 22, 2018.
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. II1, §§ 1, 8.

§ 5 Time of elections.
Sec. 5.

Except for special elections to fill vacancies, or as otherwise provided in this constitution, all elections for
national, state, county and township offices shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in
each even-numbered year or on such other date as members of the congress of the United States are regularly
elected.

History: Const. 1963, Art. 11, § 5, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964

§ 6 Voters on tax limit increases or bond issues.
Sec. 6.

Whenever any question is required to be submitted by a political subdivision to the electors for the increase of
the ad valorem tax rate limitation imposed by Section 6 of Article IX for a period of more than five years, or for the
issue of bonds, only electors in, and who have property assessed for any ad valorem taxes in, any part of the district
or territory to be affected by the result of such election or electors who are the lawful husbands or wives of such
persons shall be entitled to vote thereon. All electors in the district or territory affected may vote on all other
questions.

History: Const. 1963, Art. II, § 6, Eff. Jan. 1, 1964
Former Constitution: See Const. 1908, Art. I11, § 4.
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§ 7 Boards of canvassers, certification of election results.
Sec. 7.

(1) The outcome of every election in this state shall be determined solely by the vote of electors casting ballots in
the election.

(2) A board of state canvassers of four members shall be established by law. No candidate for an office to be
canvassed nor any inspector of elections shall be eligible to serve as a member of a board of canvassers. A majority
of any board of canvassers shall not be composed of members of the same political party. The legislature may by
law establish boards of county canvassers.

(3) It shall be the ministerial, clerical, nondiscretionary duty of a board of canvassers, and of each individual
member thereof, to certify election results based solely on: (1) certified statements of votes from counties; or (2) in
the case of boards of county canvassers, statements of returns from the precincts and absent voter counting boards
in the county and any corrected returns. The board of state canvassers is the only body or entity in this state
authorized to certify the results of an election for statewide or federal office and to determine which person is
elected in such election.

(4) If the certified results for any office certified by the board of state canvassers s